
RESOURCES FOR EDUCATORS TO TALK WITH STUDENTS 
ABOUT RECENT EVENTS IN FERGUSON, MISSOURI 

The events in Ferguson, Missouri regarding the shooting of Michael Brown have garnered national 
attention.  There is virtually no information outlet that is not currently providing perspective on the 
happenings that have taken place since August 9, 2014. 
 

Students in your buildings are part of the larger world community and may have questions about or 
want to discuss the events in Ferguson.  As such, the Equity and Inclusion Unit of Diversity, Equity and 
Poverty Programs compiled a list of resources that educators may utilize to engage in these important 
and often sensitive conversations. 
 

Please see the list below of hyperlinked articles accompanied by a short quote that provides a sample of 
what each contains. 
 

EDUCATORS ASK: HOW TO TEACH FERGUSON? 
“The range of approaches illustrates the uncharted territory teachers and administrators find themselves 
in. For nearly two weeks, many of their students have watched events unfold that involve both peaceful 
protest  and  violent  rioting.  And  at  the  same  time,  they’ve  been  returning to school. Teachers are 
challenged with leading difficult conversations while also looking out for trauma.” 
HELPING STUDENTS MAKE SENSE OF A YOUNG BLACK MAN'S DEATH IN MISSOURI 
"What happened to Mike Brown — what is happening in Ferguson right now — will enter into our 
classrooms when the students come back one way or another," says Chris Lehmann, the founding 
principal of the Science Leadership Academy in Philadelphia….”If we are intentional and thoughtful in our 
own planning and work," Lehmann says, "we have a better chance of being the adults our kids need us to 
be to help them deal with their own thoughts." 
PARKWAY SCHOOL DISTRICT'S GUIDE ON FERGUSON 
“In order to facilitate conversation in your classroom, here are some talking points to consider helping 
students process their feelings about all of the local, state, and national interest around the incident that 
happened more than a week ago in Ferguson, Missouri. Based on your knowledge of the students, please 
determine if a conversation is warranted and how to best engage in the dialogue.�“ 
5 WAYS TO TEACH ABOUT MICHAEL BROWN AND FERGUSON IN THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
“Over the last few weeks students have been inundated with news on the events in Ferguson. Even when 
young people are not directly looking for information about these events, updates flash across their 
television and computer screens hourly. These updates are shaping the ways that youth make sense of 
media, the police, their lives, and their future…Bringing the events in Ferguson to the classroom is not 
only best teaching practice but a way to establish powerful expectations for the academic year.” 
THOUGHTS ON FERGUSON AND RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
“There  are  no  easy  ways  to  teach  children  about  what’s  happening  in  Ferguson,  but  here  are  couple  links  
we’ve  come  across  that  help  illuminate  the  issues  and,  perhaps, let us find teachable moments” 
ON TWITTER 
For Additional Resources, please follow Georgetown University professor Dr. Marcia Chatlelain 
(@DrMChatelain) on Twitter who is facilitating an ongoing conversation between educators using the 
hashtags #FergusonSyllabus and  #FergusonFreedomLibrary. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO REACH OUT TO  
CHARLES DAVIS AT CHARLES.DAVIS@JEFFERSON.KYSCHOOLS.US 

 

http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/article_f5cce72e-bcb6-5883-99ac-8043fdf4d188.html
http://www.npr.org/blogs/ed/2014/08/15/340394980/helping-students-make-sense-of-a-young-black-mans-death-in-missouri
http://www.stltoday.com/parkway-school-district-s-guide-on-ferguson/pdf_17c89be5-0f74-5bd1-b6dd-a5d77a0597f6.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/christopher-emdin/5-ways-to-teach-about-michael-brown-and-ferguson-in-the-new-school-year_b_5690171.html?utm_hp_ref=tw
http://blog.leeandlow.com/2014/08/21/thoughts-on-ferguson/?blogsub=confirming#blog_subscription-3
https://twitter.com/drmchatelain

